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An original symbol for Big Bend People & Goats came from the Robert’s ranch 
in Marathon, Texas. After kidding, dairy goats ran with the Angora goats to feed 
their doggies.

A Synopsis
This poster shows how grassroots (producing) goat raisers and elites (experts in agriculture) come together when they need each 
other. The group of goat raisers in which the applied study is done has a background in the participatory research movement which 
began in Brazil in the early 1970s, spread to Mexico and elsewhere and eventually was adopted in Canada and the U.S.A. with a major 
publication in 1993. It provides forms of collaboration between professionals and livestock producers.
The elite participants in the group under review are more accepting of organizational life. This poster is mainly about participants who 
in contrast are turned off by organizational life. A challenge to a leadership committed to wider participation is how to draw upon the 
resources provided by all creative participants.
Researchers in the study of goats throughout the world may miss many of the most valuable social resources if they limit their interest in 
the collective life of goat raisers to organizational life or miss the possibilities that can come from imaginatively bringing the grassroots 
and the elites together when they need each other. The craft for doing this is known throughout the academic discipline of sociology as 
sociological imagination and is applied to crafted dichotomies to be implemented or resolved.  The participatory approach has been 
adopted for both affirmative and critical styles of social analysis.
The poster will feature a major social contribution “being at home on the planet” which in sociology or sometimes combined with 
philosophy or art or some other discipline is referred to as overcoming alienation. Editors and writers for newsletters and bulletins, to 
do what the participatory commitment calls for, need to be respectful of participants. Even a concept like alienation is to be presented 
for all participants to understand. The central theme in the 2007 Goat Bulletin is alienation. A role of leadership may be to acknowledge 
contributions to overcoming it if they have a continuing impact in the collective life of producers. 
Viewers may find an exception in the poster where the participation is in a mainstream but only partially supported financially by the 
government. BBPG has become self supporting, raising an interesting question from where its grassroots goat raisers are coming.

“Lord, my great ambition in this life is to be a goat herder. So, if you can see fit, just give me 
access to your mountains and deserts, and let me wander about, till it’s time to call me home, 
Lord. And I’ll feel blessed, Dear Lord.” (A. Kelly Pruitt)

The Learning Odyssey of  Don Bryant
Disenchanted, Don Bryant had withdrawn after several years from engineering employment in a large corporation -- Monsanto – has a college degree in music and enjoys dancing – using a 
background in mathematics he constructs dome buildings; goats, for him, have a place in a sane and worthwhile life. He has been on the executive committee of BBPG for years and the Goat 
Bulletin usually features him and his dome buildings. Why is he valued so highly in this band of goat raisers? The answer may be missed by non-participants. In his own way he validates 
the grassroots producer role. He is able to do something extremely well and it is all done through his own labor. There are no deformities in his domes. These are perfect domes from the 
smallest to the largest. And he is always in the midst of introducing something new. He is always pleased to learn that young people participating in the goat association are well trained in 
mathematics. He quizzes them to find out. Another factor is his strong commitment to the goat producer group from its first day in 1988 when it was formed. He came to the meeting late 
because at the feed store earlier in the day he had fallen and seriously injured his arm. When he got to the meeting the injury had been examined by a doctor and his arm was in a sling. He 
could not miss the first meeting of “the goat club” although there was still physical pain. In his own way he brings both passion and craft to the group.

Receiving an BBPG award (presented by County 
Judge Val Beard).

A. Kelly Pruitt is pictured 
standing beside the horse drawn 
wagon and trailer for his trips 
between Texas and New Mexico 
during different seasons of the 
year.

GOATS ON THE MOUNTAIN -- A painting by A. Kelly Pruitt on vehicle 
owned by John and Beverly Sufficool that appears at public events in 
the Big Bend area of West Texas.

During an academic Food and Society conference at 
Austin, Texas, Don Bryant found time to break away from 
the meeting to visit the Capitol Building. Lying on his back 
and looking up he took this picture. His mathematical and 
architectural interests lead to such questions as how it was 
designed or how was it done. He thinks that when people 
apply what they know, or think they know, they really begin 
to learn! Ideas should be tested!

Don’s goats provide milk but are outstanding 
desert grazing animals. Some are the buck 
Peachie’s offspring and are outstanding in 
jumping and other vigorous activity. How did it 
get on top of this refrigerator?

No deformities in this dome.

“Certifying people is more important than certifying spaces and facilities!
People make a difference.”
Selections from a Memorial to William S. [Bill] Hedrick . . . Bill and I enjoyed each other from the beginning and had many long conversations. Of course, we talked about goat raising, but another 
topic was Bill’s experience in Christian missionary service. I told him about the challenging and very disappointing experience local goat raisers had experienced as sponsors and participants in 
a goat development project at a hamlet on the Texas side of the Rio Grande. He was quick to understand what had happened. An observation he had for such inquiries was that unfortunately 
development projects with church sponsorship -- for example, in the “missionary field” -- have been nearly completely neglected by academic researchers. And yet so much could be learned about 
social relationships and society from them. Nearly anything you can think of, as either good or bad, has happened in missions. . . . Friendship formed at that time has continued through the years. 
I always looked forward to conversations with him. He had an engineering background -- in education and experience. He did not neglect details and believed in thoroughness. Look at any area 
of the house he has been building for seven years and touch any part of it, from a cabinet drawer to an entire wall or room, and your response must be PERFECT! (Not for saying in the memorial 
statement it might be stated that for himself he insisted upon an elitist role. When he and his wife had milk goats, she did the milking. She rode on the float during parades, not Bill. He had the 
expert information about making goat cheese. Being a scientist was an elite role.) I want to mention just one of Bill’s contributions to Big Bend People & Goats, a contribution that came as a gift. 
Like all outstanding gifts, it was unexpected and much appreciated as it entered the lives of others. Bill’s gift is associated with what can be called a dichotomous learning experience. You take two 
points of view that are usually not connected and bring them together in order to see something or do something that otherwise would likely be neglected. The particular dichotomy or contrast was 
elitists vs. grassroots. Bill may not have felt at ease with the dichotomy, as an elitist among mainly grassroots goat raisers. But he made his wonderful contribution so that what came out was the 
understanding that the elitists and grassroots need one another, and the principle applies not only in Big Bend People & Goats but throughout society. Nothing very important is going to happen 
until elites and grassroots are brought together. Bill’s contribution made it possible for us to demonstrate a grassroots certification-training program for workers in small goat dairies. It could be 
done! Without that demonstration I would not have received a service award from the Southern Rural Sociological Association, and grassroots participants from Big Bend People & Goats would 
not have been invited to be paper presenters at a Fort Worth annual meeting of that professional group. We have made full use of Bill’s papers on safety in handling milk, and we will continue to 
exhibit them. They are outstanding, and, as he would have acknowledged, are valuable sources for not only local goat raisers but to producers anywhere.

-- George Floro

Bill’s Contribution the BBPG Mission Acknowledged 
(presentation by Dr. Nathaniel Rook, center, and Leo N. 
Uher, right, who must have remembered Bill saying, “I 
must be a scientist!”
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Innovations by the Sufficools
From the framework of inquiry and practice the 2000 Goat Bulletin published a featured report on the “camp style” gardening and other forms of agriculture by John and Beverly Sufficool, pages 22-25. Dairy goats were donated to 
them after they moved from their “camp site” from a southern site of Alpine to Terlingua several miles to the south. They knew where water in abundance was available in the desert region. Land had to be leased sometimes for no more 
that two or three years at a time. On a few acres of fertile land they represented an attempt to innovate in a return to a primitive form of intense grassroots development. Dairy goats were placed with them through BBPG after their 
move to the Terlingua area. Photos shown here were taken at both the Alpine and Terlingua sites.

Here is a photo of the goats they 
acquired for their development project. 
If their situation in Mexico is similar to 
what it would be in the U.S. their success 
may depend upon whether they attract 
a group of passionate supporters who 
visit them frequently. 

Family Centered Diversified Farm Program in District 9, Chihuahua, Mexico
This development program of a developing-country emphasizes small family agriculture, experimentation for farming in a desert environment, and diversification. It is a partnership between the government and the family, with the 
government paying half of the cost. One employee is provided, who lives on the out-of-town property and helps with the work and provides for security when the Hinojos family is not there. Rosa manufactures asaderos cheese from a 
combination of cow and goat milk. The cheese and other farm products are sold locally. The experimental program includes a steel frame building with a plastic roof and a watering system for large plastic trays in which different kinds 
of forage grows from seed over two feet high for the livestock. The livestock includes sheep, goats, pigs, and cows.

Cruz and Rosa, who do the work of operating the diversified facility, live 
in this house in Ojinaga.

Rosa  and Cruz Hinojos.

A structure with a watering system for growing forage for the 
livestock. Sergio Gallegos discusses the facility.

Goats in the herd, including dual-purpose animals bred for both 
milk and meat.

Caretakers’ boy on the right with two 
friends visiting. Farm animals attract 
visitors!

Milk cows have place in the 
program.

Places to sit for people who come 
to visit and get fresh vegetables 
(already has a circle of passionate 
supporters who visit frequently).

A Synthesis of  Passion and Craft
Abe and Josie Connally came to the attention of BBPG participants through Don Bryant who contributes the message that learning increases when knowledge 
is applied. The Connallys affirm this and much more that is in the mission of the BBPG band of goat raisers. Grassroots roles are to be validated by being able 
to do something.
The Connallys contribute more than any others in the group to an “imagination” to bring producer work skills together with knowledge from sources available 
through the internet and made available with skills from new technologies. A lesson from them is that a participant’s goal need not be an elitist role or a 
professional career but something more ambitious and fulfilling -- a lifelong odyssey of learning and applied labor. And on their odyssey they are keeping a 
written record of questions raised and what is learned. It is more than a personal journal. It is instructive on a range of topics from gardens to livestock, power, 
water, shelter, food, waste, transport, and more. For each of these, commercial sources are listed with email addresses, with books they are utilizing to where 
baby chickens can be ordered, to where electrical equipment is available. What is written has the style and skill in it of what is often called professional writing. 
Now that the Connallys have a baby boy he gets the same high level of sustained attention for inquiry as these other concerns in their lives.
Background statement by Josie: “We have both had contact with indigenous peoples, both in Mexico, South America (me), and Australia (Abe). We also read 
extensively, especially books on organic farming, sustainable living, companion planting, etc. It is a personal thing (and I’m sure many would disagree), but we 
both tend to be more inspired and impressed by people living alongside the natural world.
The terrible truth of the matter however, is that indigenous people all over the world are on the decline, whether through oppression, loss of their lands, or 
simply being convinced that the western culture of consumerism is better than the way of life they and their ancestors had always lived. These people have so 
much knowledge that is in jeopardy of being lost. Any movement that encourages the sharing of this knowledge will ultimately benefit our world. Humans all 
too often do not appreciate things until it is too late.”

Where the Odyssey Began
Abraham and Josie Connally built a house in Terlingua and added facilities for an expanding homestead. Chickens were purchased when a building had been 
built for them and the garden was protected with a living fence of ocotillo to keep the chickens out without preventing some free movement outside of their 
protective shelter during daylight hours. Water for the garden came mainly as run off from the roof of the house.

Josie and Abe (while still in Terlinga, Texas).

On to Homestead Building in Mexico
This is the house in which they are currently living. It is not yet finished out inside, but it is cozy and comfortable. Rooms are half buried into the hill, which 
helps keep the temperature constant.
The homestead report is that they have dogs, cats, goats, and chickens. “The goat pasture is enclosed by a 5 strand electric fence and is moved around every 
few months so they never overgraze one spot. The chickens free range during the day and are put up at night, as we have mountain lion, bobcat, coyote, skunk, 
fox, raccoon, hawk and falcon, all of whom like the taste of fresh chicken as much as people do!”

Children also to enter 
into the larger life of 
work and fulfillment. 
The baby’s name is 
Leo.

When Sponsors Want to Help
In contrast to most of the other cases on this poster, the goat raisers are turned on by organization programs when the government pays half of the costs of the project. The question for review often might be whether the elite want to 
help rather than only control in what is thought to already be an over-developed agriculture.

A Famous Western Artist Comes from the Grassroots
He sketches and paints what he knows, overcoming what sociologists identify as alienation and achieving what is known in religion
as communion.

Grazing animals on desert land with water the year around.

Living area in the “camp.” Milk stand near the storage area.

Repair shop area.

Forage to harvest 

Still homesteading high up on a hillside.

Basic homestead facilities for a small producer in the 9th Livestock district in the state of 
Chihuahua. A government project tries to help with a diversified model in a ranching area on 
the edge of Ojinaga.

Rosa and Cruz with two experiment 
meat-milk goat kids with Scandinavian 
Ridgeback in them.

Building being constructed as the cheese making facility.

Waiting to go to work!

Prepared for the 9th International 
Conference on Goats
in Queretaro, Mexico

August 31-September 4, 2008

He received an award in BBPG for the care he gave to his goats and the relationship he established with them.


